
February 19, 2011 

 
 SUNDAY MEETINGS: 7.45am  Early Church (hall)  
     9.30am  Morning Church  
     1.30pm  Chinese Church (Mandarin)  
     6.00pm  Church@6  
 
 LOCATION:   Stringybark Rd, Buderim  
 PHONE:    5445 8933  
 POSTAL ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 7292, Sippy Downs Qld 4556  
 CHURCH WEB SITE:  www.gracechurchbuderim.com.au  
 CHURCH EMAIL:  gracechurch@westnet.com.au  

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 

Arab Spring, or Christian Winter? 
 

If youôre thinking that the upheaval known as ñThe Arab Springò will herald a new and 
brighter day for Christianity in the Arab world, it might be wise to ñhold the phoneò. It may 
herald a dark winter for the gospel of Jesus Christ and his church. 
 
Sydney University historian and Christian leader Dr Noel Weeks warns that neither the 
history of such developments, nor the present circumstances are cause for optimism. 
Writing in the Australian Presbyterian, Dr Weeks said that of all the possible regime 
styles that could emerge from the present chaos, Western-style democracy (where a party governs for the good of all people, not 
just the power block which put them in power) is the least likely outcome. 
 
Far more likely outcomes are a return to military dictatorship or a radically Islamic regime opposed to the church, the West and 
other forms of Islam. He said an ñall-out Islam-wide warò between Sunni and Shiôite Moslems was not impossible, along with 
ñstupidò Western governments taking sides. 
 
Dr Weeks observed that a lot of young people, especially in Iran, donôt want Islam, particularly in its more legalistic forms. This 
situation has generated considerable interest in Christianity. 
 
However, Christianity still tends to be associated with the Western World, which has continued to make itself repugnant to Islam 
through military actions in the area.  
 
Dr Weeks said that one of the immediate consequences of the allied attack on Saddam Husseinôs Iraq was a flood of pornography 
into the country. ñSuch corruption is symptomatic of the West in the eyes of strict Muslims, and theyôre not wrong,ò Dr Weeks said. 
A win in the Arab world for Islamists (already being seen in the new regimes in Libya and Egypt) would mean persecution of 
Christians and minority Islamic groups. 
 
In the Arab world, where sectarian and tribal mentalities prevailed, the more common thing was (for winners) to punish their 
opponents. 
 
Dr Weeks said we must pray for Godôs mercy upon the Arab world, and be prepared for a huge wave of migration from the 
countries which are experiencing political and religious upheaval. 
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  óWe aim to learn about Jesus, óWe aim to learn about Jesus,   

grow together as we grow in Jesus, grow together as we grow in Jesus,   

and declare to the world that Jesus is Lordô and declare to the world that Jesus is Lordô   



 

CHURCH NOTICES 
 
SUNSHINE COAST UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP:  Our SCUF 
ministry is resuming at the Uni this Thursday 12noonð1pm. Contact 
Callum 0432 315 974  for further details.  
   
BRING-AND-SHARE-LUNCH: Next Sunday (Feb 26), following the 
congregational meeting, there will be a bring-and-share lunch, at 
which we hope to introduce to Clint and Melissa Lombard (who arrive 
from South Africa the night before). For ease of catering, please bring 
cold cuts and salads, or fruit and fruit salad. Info, see Sue Fittell, 5477 
1866. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: We will hold our congregational 
meeting on Sun Feb 26, at 11am, followed by a bring-and-share lunch 
(see above). 

�*�5�$�&�(�������·�V���3�/�8�6�������)�U�L���0�D�U�F�K����, at Fairhill Native Plants & Botanic 
Gardens, 10am morning tea at Fairhillôs Potters Garden Restaurant.  
BYO picnic lunch in Fairhill facility.  Please sign on in foyer and 
indicate if you need a lift, maps available at sign on sheet.  Phone 
Mavis 0421 286 188 for enquiries 
 
NURSING HOME SINGING GROUP:  Weôd love you to join us as we 
ñsing with the seniorsò and share with them over a cuppa.  Come 
along Mon Feb 20, 1:30pm at Regis Lakeside.  New members most 
welcome. Contact Bethel 5476 7809 or Anne Le Claire 5443 2210.  
 
NEW BIBLE STUDY: Nathan is planning to start a study on the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, which gathers all the main topics 
taught in the Bible under 33 headings (a systematic theology). Please 
see Nathan for details. 
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ROSTER  
 
Greeting:  Callum Lewis & Joanne Tan 
Morning Tea: Gary & Idy Phillips 
Crèche:  Phoebe Simpson 
Kids Church 7:45am Shelly Cassidy 
  9:30am  (Jnr) Vivian Golding    
      (Mid) Rashell Stodart 
      (Snr) Kathy Burnett 
Lords Supper (Mar 4)   
  7:45am Jo Cheal & Neil Denton 
  9:30am Mel & Liz Burns 
Cleaning:  Darren & Leona Burnett &  
  Paul & Alison Sheldon 
   

FEB 19 - MORNING CHURCH - 7.45AM & 9.30AM  
 
WELCOME to morning church. Our leader this morning at 9.30am is Bob Burnett, and our speaker Nathan Runham continuing the series 
ôWhat REALLY Mattersô from the book of Galatians. Kids Church is provided for children 3yrs old to grade 6, activities are also provided in the 
cry room where littlies may be fed & settled down or left with a carer. 
  
OUR SONGS:  O Precious Sight, No One Like You Lord, Garments of Praise, Holy, Holy, Holy, Hosanna, Hosanna. 
 

CHURCH@6 - 6pm 
 
WELCOME: to Church@6, where tea, coffee & light snacks are available throughout the meeting.  Tonight Bob Burnett continues the series 
ñThe Final Weekò from the gospel of Matthew. 
 
OUR SONGS: Christ Has Risen, Take Us To The River, In Christ Alone, Worthy Of My Days, You Never Let Go. 

AFFILIATED MINISTRIES �Ê BECOME INVOLVED  
 
MON 11:30am College Chapel Service -1st semester, I Thess                    [church]  
TUE  9:30am Ladies Bible Study                    [church]           
TUE  9:30am Menôs Bible Study                                            [church]                           
TUE  7:00pm Hinterland Home Group  (Palmwoods)         [Mark & Gloria Porterós] 
WED 9:30am Play Group (for children from birth to prep & their parents)  [church]                   
WED 7.30pm Caloundra Home Group         [Roger & Anne Andersonós] 
THU  9:45am Ladies Bible Studyïfragrance-free for allergy sufferers    [church]            
THU 10:30am Chancellor Park Nursing Home service - 2nd Thu each mth [Mar 8] 
THU 12noon  Sunshine Coast University Fellowshipðcontact Callum             [Uni]  
THU  7:00pm Diddillibah Home Group ï 1st & 3rd Thursday each month                 
               [Cameron & Jane Blueós] 
THU  7:00pm Battery Hill Home Group - 2nd & 4th Thursday each month 
                 [Max & Kathy Hatchetós] 
THU  7.30pm North Buderim Home Group      [Noel and Kathy Atkinsonós] 
THU  7.30pm óBible on Thursdayô  (Pr Bob leads study on Luke)                [church]                                 
FRI   9:00am Grace 50ôs Plus  - 1st Friday each month [see notices for details]                                 
FRI    4:00pm Kids Friday Club (prep - year 6)                             [church] 
FRI    6.00pm Unleashed (year 7-9)                                 [church]                  
FRI    7.45pm Unleashed (year 10-12)                                       [church]                                          
SUN  1:30pm Sunshine Coast Chinese Church (Mandarin language)        [church] 


